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AND  TO  MAKE  MORE  EFFICIENT  THE 


SYSTEM  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION  IN  THIS  STATK 


The  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  do  enact: 

Section  1.  That  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  sec-  state  board  of 
retary  of  state,  treasurer,  auditor,  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  and  attorney-general  shall  constitute  the 
state  board  of  education,  and  by  the  name  The  State  Name. 

Board  of  Education,”  they  are  hereby  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  constitution  created  a body  politic  and  corporate, 
and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  .be  sued,  plead  and  be  im-  corporat#  pow- 
pieaded,  in  all  courts  of  justice  according  to  their  respec- 
tive jurisdiction;  may  have  a common  seal  and  alter  the 
same  at  pleasure  ; may  acquire,  receive  and  hold  real,  per- 
sonal and  mixed  property  by  purchase,  gift,  devise  or  oth- 
erwise, and  ruay  sell,  dispose  of  and  convey  the  same  ac- 
cording to  law;  and  may  contract  and  be  contracted  with, 
for  the  purposes  provided  in  this  act,  and  for  such  other 
purposes  as  may  now  or  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law, 
and,  to  that  end,  to  make  such  by-laws  for  its  government  ♦ 
and  the  exercise  of  its  powers,  and  to  alter  the  same  from 
time  to  time  in  their  discretion,  as  sliall  not  be  in  conflict 
with  the  laws  of  this  state  and  of  tiie  United  States. 
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OfHoers, 


Qnomm, 

Meetings. 


Proviso. 


Proceedings  to  be 
recorded,  <&c. 


Tosueceed  to’ 
powers,  &C.,  of 
the  president  and 
directors  of  the 
literary  fund  of 
N.  C. 

Authorized  to 
legislate,  &c.,  for 
government  of 
public  schools,. 
Ac.,  subject  to  re- 
vision or  repeal 
by  general  assem- 
bly. 


To  succeed  to 
property  of  lite- 
rary fund. 


Apportlomment 
of  school  lUnd. 


Sec.  2.  Of  the  said  board,  the  governor  shall  be  presi- 
dent, the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall  be 
secretary,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  state  shall  be  treasurer, 
and  a majority  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business.  The  said  board  shall  hold 
its  meetings  in  the  executive  office,  and  shall  meet  at  such 
times  as  a majority  of  the  members  may  appoint:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  governor  may  call  a meeting  at  any  time. 

Sec.  8.  All  the  proceedings  of  said  board  shall  he  re* 
corded  in  a well  bound  and  suitable  hook,  which  shall  be 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  state  hoard  of  education  shall  succeed 
to  all  the  powers  and  trusts  of  the  ‘‘president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  literary  fund  of  North  Carolina and  shall 
have  and  are  hereby  clothed  with  full  power  to  legislate 
and  make,  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  public  schools  of  this  state  and  for  the 
management  of  the  state  educational  fund.  But  all  such 
acts,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  said  board  may  be 
altered,  amended  or  repealed  by  the  general  assembly,  and, 
when  so  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  shall  not  be  re- 
enacted by  the  said  board ; and  the  said  board  shall  like- 
wise succeed  to  and  have  all  the  property  of  every  kind 
and  use,  powers,  rights,  privileges  and  advantages  which 
in  anywise  belonged  or  appertained  to  the  said  “ presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  literary  fund  of  North  Carolina,” 
and  may,  in  its  own  name,  assert,  use,  apply  and  enforce 
the  same. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  said  hoard  shall,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  August  of  each  and  every  year,  apportion  among  the 
several  counties  of  the  state  all  the  school  funds  which 
may  be  then  in  the  treasury  of  the  said  board,  stud  order 
a warrant  for  the  full  apportionment  to  each  coUntfr, 
which  said  apportionment  shall  be  mad©  on  the  basis  oi 
the  school  population. 
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Seg.  6.  The  state  auditor  shall  keep  a separate  and  dis-  Auditor  to  ke«p 
tinct  account' of  the  public  school  funds,  and  of  the  in- 
terest  and  income  thereof,  and  also  of  such  moneys  as 
may  be  raised  by  state,  county  and  capitation  tax,  or 
otherwise,  for  school  purposes. 

Sec.  7.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  of  the  treas-  when  and  hoMt 

, , , , . T warrant  Issued 

urer  of  any  county,  duly  approved  by  the  chairman  and  for  school  fund 

secretary  of  the  county  board  of  education,  for  the  school 

fund  which  may  have  been  apportioned  to  said  county, 

the  state  board  of  education  shall  issue  its  warrant  on  the 

state  auditor  for  the  sum  due  said  county;  whereupon 

the  said  auditor  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasurer 

of  the  state  board  of  education  in  favor  of  such  county 

treasurer  for  the  amount  set  forth  in  the  warrant  of  the 

said  state  board. 

Sec.  8.  The  state  treasurer  shall  receive  and  hold  as  state  treasurer  to 
a special  deposit  all  school  funds  paid  into  the  treasury,  as  a special  de- 
and  pay  them  out  only  on  the  warrant  of  the  state  audi-  ^aenandhow 
tor,  issued  on  the  order  of  the  state  board  of  education  in 
favor  of  a county  treasurer,  duly  endorsed  by  the  county 
treasurer  in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn,  and  it  shall  be  the 
only  valid  voucher  in  the  hands  of  the  stafe  treasurer  for 
the  disbursement  of  school  funds. 

Sec.  9.  Upon  the  ratification  of  this  act  the  state  board  state  board  of  ed- 

. . „ ucation  to  recom- 

of  education  shall  recommend  a series  of  text  books  text  books 

to  be  used  m 

to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  for  a term  of  three  years  years^^ 
and  until  otherwise  ordered  : Provided,  That  the  county  Proviso, 
boards  of  education  shall  take  care  that  changes  from 
books  now  in  use  to  those  recommended,  do  not  work 
great  inconvenience  or  expense  to  parents,  guardians  or 
pupils:  Provided,  further,  That  no  sectarian  or  political  Proviso, 
books  shall  be  used  in  the  public  schools : Provided,  proviso. 
further,  That  the  prices  of  the  books  recommended  be 
^fixed  by  the  state  board  of  education  for  the  whole  term 
which  they  shall  be  used. 

Sec.  10.  The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall  nutiesofsuperitt. 

tendent  of  publto 

have  the  school  laws  of  the  state  published  in  pamphlet  i»«traouon. 
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X>otT  Of  superin- 
t«ndentto  direct 
operations  of  sys- 
t«m  of  public 
schools,  4&C. 


form  and  distributed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  of 
this  year;  shall  have  printed  all  the  forms  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and  shall  look  after  the 
school  interest  of  the  state  at  large,  and  report  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  January 
of  every  year,  which  report  shall  give  information  and  sta- 
tistics of  the  public  schools,  and  recommend  such  im- 
provement in  the  school  law  as  may  occur  to  him.  He 
shall  keep  his  office  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  shall 
sign  all  requisitions  on  the  auditor  for  the  payment  of 
money  out  of  the  state  treasury  for  school  purposes. 
Copies  of  his  acts  and  decisions,  and  of  all  papers  kept  in 
his  office  and  authenticated  by  his  signature  and  official 
seal,  shall  be  of  the  same  force  and  validity  as  the  orig- 
inal. He  shall  be  furnished  with  such  room,  fuel  and 
stationery  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office.  v 

Sec.  11.  The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall 
direct  the  operations  of  the  system  of  public  schools  and 
enforce  the  laws  and  regulations  in  relation  thereto.  If 


shall  be  his  duty  to  correspond  with  leading  educators  in 
other  states,  and  to  investigate  the  system  of  public 
schools  established  in  other  states,  and,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, render  the  results  of  educational  efforts  and  expe- 
riences available  for  the  information  and  aid  of  the  leg- 
islature and  state  board  of  education.  • 

Duty  of  superin-  Sec.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  ol 
J^tio^n^fwanu^  instruction  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  peculiai 

thestau,  *0.  educational  wants  of  the  several  sections  of  the  state,  and 
he  shall  take  all  proper  means  to  supply  said  wants,  by 
counseling  with  county  boards  of  education  and  county 
superintendents,  by  lectures  before  teachers’  institutes 
and  by  addresses  to  public  assemblies  on  subjects  relating 
Expenses  allowed  to  public  schools  and  public  school  work,  and  shall  b( 

not  exceeding 

iseo  per  annum,  allowed  his  additional  expenses  while  engaged  in  thii 
duty,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  pei 
annum. 
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Sec.  13.  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  granted  by  the  United  States  to  this 
state,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  this  state  or  the  e^fhoErs^tobe 
United  Slates,  also  all  moneys,  stocks,  bonds  and  any  other 
property  now  belonging  to  any  state  fund,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education,  also  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  swamp 
lands  belonging  to  the  state,  and  all  other  grants,  gifts  or 
devises  that  have  been  made  or  hereafter  may  be  made  to 
this  state,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  this  state  or 
by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  gift  or  devise,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  state  treasury,  and,  together  with  so  much  of  the 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  state  as  may  be  by  law  set  apart 
for  that  purpose,  shall  be  faithfully  appropriated  for 
establishing  and  maintaining  in  this  state  a system  of  free 
public  schools,  as  established  by  law  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution. 

Sec.  14.  All  moneys,  stocks,  bonds  and  other  property  atedfErStabusL 
belonging  to  a county  school  fund,  also  the  net  proceeds  jfc^|^oofni’'be 
from  sales  of  estrays,  also  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  penal-  scboo\^fund°'^^^'^ 
ties  and  forfeitures,  and  of  all  fines  collected  in  the  several 
counties  for  any  breas.-h  of  the  penal  or  military  laws  of 
the  state;  and  all  moneys  which  shall  be  paid  by  persons 
as  equivalent  fur  exemption  irom  military  duties;  also 
the  net  proceeds  of  any  tax  imposed  on  licenses  to  retail- 
ers of  wines,  cordials  or  spirituous  liquors  and  to  auc- 
tioneerSj  shall  belong  to  and  remain  in  the  several  coun- 
ties and  shall  be  faithfully  appropriated  for  establishing 
and  maintaining  free  public  schools  in  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  state  as  established  by  law  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution  : Provided,  That  the  amount  collected  in  each  proviso, 
county  shall  be  reported  annually  to  the  state  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction. 

Sec.  15.  The  county  commissioners  of  each  county  shall  county  board  of 

. , 1 -1  p 1 • PI  education. 

constitute  a board  oi  education  tor  the  county.  The 
chairman  of  the  county  commissioners  shall  be  the  officers, 
chairman,  the  register  of  deeds  the  secretary,  and  the  . 
county  treasurer  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of 
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Quortrea. 
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board  of  educa- 
tion. 


Meetings. 


Proviso. 


Books  of  county 
treasurer  to  be 
examined,  &c. 
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County  superin- 
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instruction. 


Term  of  ofl^. 


Biennial  elec- 
tions. 


education,  and  a majority  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  16.  The  county  board  of  education  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  charged  with  the  general  management  of  the 
public  schools  iu  their  respecti\^e  counties,  shall  decide 
all  controversies  relating  to  the  tioundaries  of  school  dis- 
tricts, or  which  may  arise  upon  the  construction  of -the 
school  law,  and  shall  see  that  the  school  law  is  enforced. 

Seo.  17.  The  county  board  of  education  of  each  county 
shall  hold  two  regular  meetings  every  year,  nam.ely,  on 
the  first  Mondays  of  June  and  December,  for  the  purpose 
of  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  public  schools : Provi- 
ded, That  the  chairman  may  call  a meeting  of  the  board 
at  any  time.  At  each  regular  meeting  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  board  to  examine  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the 
county  treasurer,  and  audit  his  accaunts,  and  report  to  the 
superintendent  of  public  instruction  a full  account  of  all 
school  funds  received  and  disbursed  by  the  county  treas- 
urer. 

Sec.  18.  The  office  of  “ county  examiner  ” is  hereby 
abolished,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Sec.  19.  The  county  board  of  education  and  the  county 
board  of  magistrates,  in  joint  session,  shall,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  elect  by  ballot  one  resident  of  their 
county,  of  good  moral  character  and  of  liberal  education, 
who  shall  be  styled  “ the  county  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction.^’  He  shall  hold'  his  ofi&ce  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  two,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected 
and  qualified.  On  the  first  Monday  in  August,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  and 
biennially  thereafter  the  said  joint  boards,  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  shall  elect  one  resident  of  their  county,  hav- 
ing the  qualifications  required  by  this  act,  county  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
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for  a terra  of  two  years,  arid  until  his  successor  is  elected 
and  qualified : Provided,  That  if  a vacancy  should  at  any 
time  occur,  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  said  joint  boards. 
Immediately  after  the  election  of  said  s>uperiiitendent,  the 
secretary  of  the  county  board  of  education  shall  report  to 
the  state  superintendent  the  name  and  address  of  the 
person  elected. 

Sec.  20.  The  county  board  of  education  shall  lay  off 
their  respective  counties  into  convenient  school  districts, 
consulting,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  convenience  of  the 
neighborhood  and  having  due  regard  to  the  township 
boundaries.  They  shall  designate  the  districts  by  num- 
ber, as  school  district  No.  1,  school  district  No.  2,  in  the 
county  of as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  21.  The  county  board  of  education  shall  consult 
the  convenience  of  the  white  residents  in  settling  the 
boundaries  of  districts  for  the  white  schools,  and  of  col- 
ored residents  in  settling  boundaries  for  colored  schools. 
Tlie  schools  of  the  two  races  shall  be  separate ; the  dis- 
tricts the  same  in  territorial  limit,  or  not,  according  to  the 
convenience  of  the  parties  concerned.  In  cases  where 
there  are  two  sets  of  districts  in  a county,  they  shall  be  des- 
ignated as  school  district  number  one,  two,  three,  etc.,  for 
white  schools,  or  school  district  number  one,  two,  three, 
etc.,  for  colored  schools,  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  the  county 
of.. 


Vacancies. 


Secretary  to  re- 
port name,  &c.,  to 
state  superinten- 
dent. 


School  districts. 


Convenience  of 
residents  to  be 
consulted  in  for- 
mation of  dis- 
tricts. 


Separate  schools 
for  the  two  races. 


Sec.  22.  The  county  board  of  education  of  every  county  county  board  of 
shall,  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  of  each  year,  appor-  pOTUon"^  county^' 
tion  among  the  several  districts  in  the  county,  according  Imo^^Sfitricts. 
to  the  number  of  children  in  each,  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  twenty-one  years,  (whicB  number  shall  be  ascertained 
by  a census  to  be  taken  by  the  school  committees  and  re- 
ported to  the  county  board  of  education,)  all  school  funds, 
except  such  as  may  be  raised  by  the  special  tax  provided 
for  in  section  sixty-two  of  this  act,  specifying  how  much 
thereof  is  apportioned  to  the  children  of  each  race,  and 
gi  ve  notice  thereof  to  the  school  committees  of  the  several  • 
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districts  of  the  county,  and  shall  publisli  the  same  by  adver- 
tisement posted  on  the  court-house  door  of  each  county, 
and  furnisli  the  county  treasurer  with  the  amounts  thus 
apportioned  among  the  several  school  districts  and  the 
amount  to  which  each  district  is  entitled.  Tlie  sums  thus 
apportioned  to  the  several  districts  shall  be  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  school  committees  thereof  for  payment  of 
the  school  expenses  mentioned  in  this  act:  Provided,  how- 
ever, That  in  no  case  shall  the  school  fund  thus  appor- 
tioned to  either  race  b}"  expended  for  tb.e  education  of  the 
other  race:  And  provided  further,  That  so  much  of  said 
school  fund  as  shall  not  be  expended  in  any  school  dis- 
trict for  the  education  of  the  race  for  which  it  was  appor- 
tioned in  any  year,  shall  remain  to  the  credit  of  said  race 
in  said  school  district  for  the  year  next  ensuing.  As  far 
as  practicable,  the  county  board  of  education  shall  require 
all  the  schools  to  begin  on  the  same  day. 

Sec.  23.  The  annual  apportionment  of  public  school 
moneys,  required  by  section  twenty-two  of  this  act,  shall 
be  based  upon  the  amounts  actually  received  by  the  county 
treasurer  from  all  sources  and  reported  by  him  to  the 
county  board  of  education  as  required  by  this  act.  But 
a sufficient  amount  of  money  shall  be  left  unapportioned 
to  pay  the  general  school  expenses  of  the  county  author- 
ized by  this  act. 

Sec.  24.  For  each  school  district  there  shall  be  elected 
biennially  by  the  county  board  of  education  of  the  respec- 
tive counties,  on  the  Tuesday  after  tlie  first  Monday  in 
December,  a school  committee  of  tliree  persons,  whose 
duties  shall  be  as  prescribed  in  this  act.  If  a vacancy 
should  at  any  time  occur,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
board  of  education  to  appoint  a suitable  resident  of  the 
school  district  to  fill  such  vacancy,  and  the  person  thus 
appointed  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  a 
school  committeeman  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified.  For  sufficient  cause,  after  one  month’s  formal 

notice,  the  county  board  of  education  may  remove  a school 
/ 
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committeeman  and  proceed  at  once  to  fill  the  vacancy 
thus  created.  » 

Sec.  25.  The  county  treasurer  of  each  county  shall 
receive 'and  disburse  all  public  school  funds;  but,  before  school 

entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  execute  a 
justified  treasurer’s  bond,  with  security  in  double  the  Bond, 
amount  of  all  public  school  moneys  received  by  him  or 
by  his  predecessor  during  the  previous  year,  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  treasurer  of 
the  county  board  of  education ; and  the  county  board  of 
education  may,  from  time  to  time,  if  deemed  necessary.  Additional  bond, 
require  him  to  strengthen  said  bond,  and  in  default  thereof 
the  county  board  of  education  shall  be  guilty  of  a misde-  Misdemeanor, 
meanor.  _ 

Sec.  26.  All  orders  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  county  orders  upon 
board  of  education  for  school  money  for  the  payment  of  boTrd  oT eduS-' 
teachers,  duly  countersigned  by  the  county  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction,  and  all  orders  for  the  purchase 
of  sites  for  school-houses  and  for  the  cost  of  building, 
repairing  and  furnishing  school-houses,  shall  be  signed  by 
tlie  school  committee  of  the  district  in  w^hich  the  school 
is  taught,  or  in  wlrch  the  site  or  school-house  is  situated, 
which  orders,  duly  endorsed  by  the  person  to  whom  the 
same  are  payable,  shall  be  the  only  valid  vouchers  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  education, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  apportioned  to  the  district  in 
which  the  school-house  is  erected : Provided,  That  the  said  Proviso, 
treasurer  shall  not  pay  any  school  money  for  building  or  pa^^uuents  for 
repairing  any  school-house,  unless  the  site  on  which  it  is  pSunJIS^o^ca- 
located  has  been  donated  to  or  purchased  by  the  school 
committee  of  the  district  in  which  said  house  is  located; 
which  shall  appear  by  deed,  regularly  executed  to  said 
committee  and  their  successors  in  office,  probated,  regis- 
tered in  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  for  the  county,  and 
delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  educa- 
tion, to  be  by  him  safely  deposited  with  his  valuable  ofii- 
cial  papers,  and  surrendered  to  his  successor  in  ofiice,  and 
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Liability  of  treas- fop  default  thereof  he  sliall  be  liable  on  his  official  bond 


Duties  of  treas- 
urer of  county 
board  of  educa- 
tion. 


Treasurer  to  fur- 
nish blank  deeds 
to  school  com- 
mitteemen. 


Treasurer  to 
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county  board  of 
education. 


Treasurer  to  pro- 
duce books, 
vouchers,  &c., 
when  required 
by  hoard. 


Compensation  of 
treasurer. 


for  any  sum  thus  illegtijly  paid. 

Sec.  27.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  • 
county  board  of  education  to  keep  a book  in  which  he  j 
shall  open  an  account  with  each  public  school  district  in  ^ 
the  county,  showing  tiie  amount  apportioned  to  said  dis* 
trict,  distinguishing  tiie  moneys  due  to  the  whites  and 
the  colored  distrii'ts,  the  dates  of  all  payments  of  school 
moneys,  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  paid  and  the 
several  amounts.  He  shall  balance  the  accounts  of  each 
district  annually  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  November  in 
each  and  every  year,  and  shall  report  by  letter  or  printed 
circular,  to  each  school  committee  the  amount  apportioned 
to  the  respective  districts  for  the  year,  together  with  the 
balance  which  may  be  due  any  of  the  said  districts  from', 
the  preceding  year.  . 

Sec.  28.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the ; 
county  board  of  education  to  furnish  school  committee-  • 
men  with  blank  deeds  for.  school-house  sites.  i 

Sec.  29.  The  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  educa-  J 
tion  shall,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  in  each  year, 
report  to  said  board  tlie  amount  of  money  received  from  j 
the  sheriff  for  public  school  purposes,  said  report  to  show  ;j 
in  detail  the  amounts  received  respectively  from  property  ^ 
tax,  poll  tax,  liquor  licenses,  auctioneers,  and  from  such  | 
other  sources  as  may  be  taxed  by  the  general  assembly  j 
for  school  purposes.  He  shall  also  report,  at  the  same  | 
time,  the  amount  of  moneys  received  by  him  from  fines, 
forfeitures  and  penalties  and  from  the  state  treasurer  and 
other  sources  for  public  school  purposes. 

Sec.  30.  The  treasurer  of  the  count}^  board  of  education 
shall,  when  required  so  to  do  by  said  board,  produce  his 
books  and  vouchers  for  examination,  and  shall  also  exhibit 
all  moneys  due  the  public  school  fund  of  the  county 
at  each  settlement  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  31.  The  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  education 
of  each  county  shall  receive  as  a compensation  in  full  for 
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all  services  required  of  him  by  law  as  such  treasurer, 
such  aprr  centum  not  exceeding  two  and  a half  per  centum 
on  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  school  funds 
as  the  county  board  of  education  may  deem  adequate  and 
proper. 

Sec.  32.  The  county  treasurer  of  each  county  shall  re-  Treasurer  to 

make  report  to 

port  to  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  on  de1itof'iSfwio'i2 
the  first  day  of  December  of  each  year,  the  entire  amount  struction. 
of  shool  money  received  by  him  during  the  preceding 
school  year,  the  several  sources  from  which  it  was  derived 
and  the  disbursements  thereof  made  by  him,  desig- 
matirig  the  sums  paid  to  teachers  for  the  white  and  colored 
children  respectively  and  for  school-houses  and  school- 
( house  sites,  in  the  several  districts.  He  also  shall  report 
to  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  specifi- 
cally and  in  detail  by  items,  the  amounts  paid  out  for 
other  purposes  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  other  laws 
now  in  force. 

Sec.  33.  The  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  educa- Treasurer  to  keep 

account  of  publie 

tion  shall  keep  a book  in  which  shall  be  entered  a full  school  moneys, 
and  detailed  account  of  all  public  school  moneys  r^eived 
by  him,  the  name  of  each  person  paying  him  school 
money,  the  source  from  which  the  same  may  have  been 
derived,  and  the  date  of  such  payment:  Provided,  That  proviso, 
in  his  settlement  with  the  sheriff  or  other  collecting  offi- 
cer of  public  school  taxes  or  other  school  fund,  the  said 
iteavsurer  shall  receive  money  only. 

Sbc.  34.  Any  treasurer  of  a county  board  of  education  Treasurer  failing 
I feihng  to  make  the  report  required  or  him  by  section  supt.  of  public  in- 
thirty-two  of  this  act,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  pre-  o^misdenSanOT. 
scribed,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  upon  con- 
; viction  thereof  im  any  court  of  record  having  criminal 
jurisdiction  of  his  county,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  penalty, 
fifty  dollar  and  hot  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  or 
i imprisoned  not  less  than  on©  month  or  more  than  six 
S m-onths  in  the  discretion  of  the  court 
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cates. 


Sec.  35.  The  sheriff  of  each  county  shall  pay  annually 
in  money  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  educa- 
tion thereof,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  of  each 
year,  the  whole  amount  levied  less  such  sum  or  sums  as 
may  be  allowed  on  account  of  insolvents  for  the  current 
year,  both  state  and  county,  for  school  purposes;  and,  on 
failure  so  to  do,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and, 
on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  shall  also  be  liable  to  an  action  on  his  official 
bond  for  his  default  in  such  sum  as  will  fully  cover  such 
default,  said  action  to  be  brought  to  the  next  ensuing  term 
of  the  superior  court,  and  upon  the  relation  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  state. 

Sec.  36.  The  sheriff  or  other  collecting  officer  shall  take 
duplicate  receipts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of 
education  for  such  payments  as  he  may  make  under  this 
act,  one  copy  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  auditor 
of  the  state. 

Sec.  37.  The  secretary  shall  record  all  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  county  board  of  education,  issue  all  notices 
and  orders  ^at  may  be  made  by  said  board  pertaining  to 
the  public  schools,  school-houses,  sites  or  districts,  (which 
notices  or  orders  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to 
serve  by  mail,  or  by  personal  delivery  without  cost),  and 
record  all  school  statistics,  which  shall  be  reported  to  the 
county  board  of  education  by  the  county  superintendent 
of  public  instruction.  The  county  board  of  education 
shall  provide  the  secretary  with  a suitable  book  in  which 
to  make  the  records  required  by  this  section. 

Sec.  38.  The  county  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion of  each  county  shall  examine  all  worthy  applicants 
for  teachers’  certificates  at  the  court-house  in  the  county, 
on  the  second  Thursdays  of  July,  October,  January  and 
April  of  each  and  every  year,  and  continue  the  examina- 
tion, from  day  to  day,  during  the  remainder  of  the  week, 
if  necessary,  till  all  applicants  are  examined.  The  grade 
of  the  certificate  to  which  the  applicants  may  be  entitled 


15 


shall  conform  to  the  following  standard  of  excellence : 
that  is,  one  hundred  being  the  maximum,  a certificate 
shall  not  issue  to  any  applicant  who  makes  less  than  fifty 
per  centum  in  any  one  branch,  or  whose  geneiHl  average 
is  less  than  seventy  per  centum.  A general  average  of 
ninety  per  centum  and  over  shall  entitle  an  applicant  to 
a first  grade  certificate ; a general  average  of  eighty  per 
centum  or  more  shall  entitle  the  applicant  to  a second 
grade  certificate;  and  a general  average  of  seventy  per 
centum  or  more  shall  entitle  an  applicant  to  a third  grade 
certificate  ; but  a third  grade  certificate  may  be  issued  if 
the  applicant  is  proficient  in  spelling,  reading,  writing 
and  the  four  fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic.  The  cer- 
tificates shall  be  vilid  for  one  year  from  their  dates  and 
only  in  the  county  in  which  they  were  issued.  No 
branches  shall  be  taught  in  the  public  schools  except 
spelling,  defining,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  English 
grammar,  geography,  and  the  history  of  the  state  and  of 
the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  school  committee 
may  make  special  arrangements  to  allow  other  branches 
to  be  taught. 

Sec.  39.  The  county  board  of  education  of  any  county 
may  appropriate  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars  out  of  the  school  funds  of  the  county  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  one  or  more  teachers’  institutes  for 
said  county  ; or  the  county  commissioners  of  two  or  more 
adjoining  counties  may,  if  in  their  judgment  deemed 
proper,  donate  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars to  each  county,  to  some  convenient  and  satisfactory 
point  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a teachers’  institute 
for  said  counties,  and  the  public  school  teachers  of  the 
said  county  or  counties  are  hereby  required  to  attend  said 
institutes,  which  latter  shall  be  open  also  to  any  teachers 
in  the  county  or  counties  who  may  be  desirous  to  attend 
them. 

Sec.  40.  A county  teachers’  institute,  under  the  fore- 
going provision  of  this  act,  shall  be  under  the  supervis- 
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ion  of  the  county  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

I'rcsidentofjoint  In  the  event  of  a joint  county  teachers’  institute,  the 

teachers’  _ ^ ^ ^ ’ 

supervision  thii’eof  shall  be  vested  in  a president  to  be 
elected  by  the  institute  from  among  the  county  superin- 
tendents present. 

ouwes  of  county  Sec.  41.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  sunerintend- 

.Tiperintendent  . , . . . i. 

^Y^pi'biic  instruc-  ent  of  public  instruction  to  visit  and  inspect  the  public 
schools  of  his  county  regularly;  he  shall  advise  with  the 
teachers  as  to  the  best  methods  of  instruction  and  gov- 
ern merit,  and  to  that  end  he  shall  keep  himself  thoroughly 
posted  as  to  the  progress  of  education  in  other  counties, 

roTTcrs.  cities  and  states ; he  shall  have  authority  and  is  hereby 

invested  with  the  same,  to  correct  abuses,  and  to  this  end 
he  may  suspend  any  teacher  who  may  be  guilty  of  any 
immoral  or  disreputable  conduct,  or  who  may  prove  him- 
self incompetent  to  discharge  efficiently  the  duties  of  a 
public  school  teacher,  or  who  may  be  persistently  neglect- 
of  fnl  of  the  said  duties.  Upon  suspending  a teacher  under 
the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  county  superintendent 
shall  at  once  notify  the  school  committee  of  the  fact, 
advising  them  at  the  same  time  as  to  the  cause  of  his 
action  in  the  premises,  whereupon  the  school  committee 
shall  take  the  case  under  Advisement,  and  its  decision, 
upon  the  hearing  of  the. facts,  shall  be  final. 

bounty  superin-  Sec.  42.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  superintend- 

.emientto  distri-  it*  • ti-ijjii*'  • i i 

hute  blanks,  &c.  ent  of  public  instruction  to  distribute  to  the  various  ‘.'che-ol 
committees  of  his  county  all  such  blanks  as  may  be  fur- 
nished by  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instructiem 
for  reports  of  school  statistics  for  the  several  districts ; also 
blanks  for  teachers’  reports  and  for  orders  on  the  treas- 
urer of  the  county  board  of  education  for  teachers’  .sala- 
ries; he  shall  also  distribute  to  the  scliool  committee® 
school  registers  for  their  respective  disiricU;  he  shall 
advise  with  said  committees  as  to  tlae  best  metlaods 
gathering  the  school  statistics  contemplated  by 
blanks,  and,  by  all  proper  means,  shall  ge^  bj  ba\"«  such 
statistics  fully  and  promptly  reported. 
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Sec.  43.  It  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  county  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction  to  countersign  all  orders  given 
by  the  several  school  committees  upon  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  board  of  education  in  payment  of  teachers’  sala- 
ries, and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  treasurer  to 
pay  such  orders  unless  the  same  have  been  countersigned 
by  the  county  superintendent  of  public  instruction  : Pro- 
vided, That  the  said  county  superintendent  shall  not  have 
authority  to  countersign  any  such  order  until  tlie  teacher, 
in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn,  shall  have  made  the  reports 
to  the  county  superintendent  required  by  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  44.  The  county  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion shall  deliver  to  the  county  board  of  education,  on  or 
before  the  first  Monday  in  December  in  each  and  every 
year,  a catalogue  of  all  the  teachers  to  whom  he  gave  cer- 
tificates during  the  year. 

Sec.  45.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction  of  each  county,  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  December  of  every  year,  to  report  to  the 
state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  an  abstract 
statement  of  the  number,  grade,  race  and  sex  of  the  teach- 
ers examined  and  approved  by  him  during  the  year  ; also 
the  number  of  public  schools  taught  in  the  county  during 
the  year  for  each  race  ; the  number  of  pupils  of  each  race 
enrolled  in  said  schools;  their  average  attendance ; the 
number  of  males  and  the  number  of  females  ; the  average 
length  of  the  terms  of  said  schools  and  the  average  salary, 
respectively,  of  the  white  and  colored  teachers;  also  full 
and  accurate  statistics  of  the  number  of  school  children 
in  the  county,  giving  race  and  sex  ; the  number  of  school 
districts  for  each  race  and  the  number  of  public  school- 
houses  and  the  value  of  public  school  property  for  each 
race ; the  number  of  teachers’  institutes  held  and  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  that  attended  such  institutes;  together 
with,  such  suggestions  as  may  occur  to  him  promotive  of 
the  school  interests  of  the  county. 
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Sec.  46.  The  couiity  superintendenfe  of  public  instruc- 
tion shall  file  a copy  of  his  annual  report  to  the  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  county  board  of  education,  and  he  shall 
also  turn  over  to  the  said  secretary  the  census  reports  and 
school  statistics  as  reported  to  him  by  the  school  com- 
mittees of  the  several  districts,  to  be  recorded  by  said  sec- 
retary in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  47.  Each  county  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, who  shall  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act^ 
shall  receive  as  compensation  for  his  services  three  dol- 
lars per  day  for  all  days  necessarily  engaged  in  the  dis- 
cfharge  of  the  duties  of  his  position,  of  which  said  service 
he  shall  present,  monthly,  to  the  county  board  of  educa- 
tion, a certified  account,  whereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  said  board  to  draw  an 
order  on  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  education 
for  the  amount  due  the  county  superintendent  by  virtue 
of  this  section.  This  order  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  treas- 
urer out  of  the  school  funds : Provided,  That  his  salary 
shall  not  exceed  five  per  centum  of  the  school  fund  appor- 
tioned in  the  county. 

Sec.  48.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office^ 
the  school  committeemen  shall  take  an  oath  before  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  that  office. 

Sec.  49.  The  school  committee  of  each  school  district, 
within  fifteen  days  after  their  election  or  appointment, 
shall  meet  at  some  convenient  point  within  the  school 
district,  and  organize  by  electing  one  of  their  number 
chairman,  and  another  of  their’ number  clerk  of  the 
school  committee,  and  the  said  clerk  shall  keep  a record 
of  the  proceedings  of  said  committee  in  a book  provided 
for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  50.  The  school  committee  of  each  school  district 
shall  be  a body  corporate  by  the  name  and  style  of  “ The 
School  Committee  of  District  No , in  the  county  of 


(as  the  case  may  be,)  and  in  that  name  shall  be  p®^* 

capable  of  purchasing  and  holding  real  and  personal 
estate,  and  of  selling  amd  transferring  the  same  for  school 
purposes,  and  of  prosecuting  and  defending  suit  for  or 
against  the  corporation.  All  conveyances  to  school  com- 
mittees shall  be  to  them  and  their  successors  in  offic.e. 

Sec.  51.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  school  committee  of  school  gommit- 
each  district  to  take  and  return  to  the  county  superintend*  nuai  census  of 
ent  of  public  instruction,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
September  in  every  year,  a full  and  accurate  census  of  the 
children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one,  designa- 
ting  the  race  and  sex.  And  the  said  committee  shall  also  To  report  num- 

° ^ her  of  school' 

report  to  the  said  county  superintendent  the  i^^i^iber  of 
public  school-houses  and  the  value  of  all  public  school 
property  for  each  race,  separately. 

Sec.  52.  The  school  committee  shall  have  the  authority  school  commit- 
to  employ  and  dismiss  teachers  of  the  schools  within  their  employ  anil  dia- 
respective  districts,  and  shall  determine  the  pay  per  month  and  to  &x  their 
to  be  paid  to  teachers  in  said  schools  : Provided,  That  no  Proviso, 
teacher  shall  be  employed  who  does  not  produce  a certif- 
icate from  the  county  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, dated  within  the  time  prescribed  by  section  thirty- 
nine  of  this  act:  And  provided  further,  That  teachers  of  Proviao. 
ttie  third  grade  shall  not  receive  out  of  the  school  fuod 
more  than  fifteen  dollars  per  month ; of  the  ^cond  grade 
not  more  than  twenty-five  dollaus  per  month,  and  teach-  '''  | 

ers  of  the  first  grade  shall  receive  such  sum  as  may  be 
determined  by  the  committee;  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  county  board  of  education ; but  no  teacher  shall  \ 

receive  any  compensation  for  a shorter  term  than  one  ; 
school  month  of  twenty  days,  unless  providentially  hin-  ’X. 
dered.  No  committeeman  shall  be  a teacher,  nor  shall  he 
in  any  way  be  interested,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  in  the 
erection  or  repairing  of  any  school-house  in  his  district. 

Sec.  5S.  At  the  end  of  every  term  of  a public  school,  the  Teacher  to  reader 
teacher  or  principal  of  the  school  shall  exhibit  to  the  SSmbSofpipiis, 
school  committee  of  the  district  a statement  of  the  num-  committe^^ 


20 


"When  order  for 
payment  of 
teachers  to  be 
giren. 


School  commit- 
tee empowered  to 
receive  gifts,  &c. 


To  have  care  of 
schooi-house,  &c. 


To  school- 
house,  &c. 


Deed,  how  exe- 
cuted. 

Proeeds  of  sale. 


School  commit- 
tee empowered  to 
receive  sites  for 
school-houses  by 
donation  or  pur- 
chase. 

Approval  of 
chairman  and 
secretary  of  co. 
board  necessary 
in  case  of  pur- 
chase. 


Title. 


Proceeding  to 
condemn  land 
for  school-house 
site. 


ber  of  pupils,  male  and  female;  the  average  daily  attend- 
ance, the  length  of  term  and  the  time  taught.  If  the 
committee  are  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  have 
been  complied  with,  they  shall  give  an  order  on  the  treas- 
urer of  the  county  board  of  education,  payable  to  said 
teacher,  for  the  full  amount  due  for  services  rendered. 

Sec.  54.  The  school  committee  may  receive  any  gift, 
grant,  donation  or  devise,  made  for  the  use  of  any  school 
or  schools  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity  they  shall  be  and  are  hereby  entrusted  with 
the  care  and  custody  of  all  school-houses,  school-house 
sites,  grounds,  books,  apparatus,  or  other  public  school 
property  belonging  to  their  respective  jurisdictions,  with 
full  power  to  control  the  same  as  they  may  deem  best  for 
the  interest  of  the  public  schools  and  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. When,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  any  school- 
house.  school-house  site  or  other  public  school  property, 
has  become  unnecessary  for  public  school  purposes,  they 
shall  sell  the  same  at  public  auction,  after  advertisement 
for  twenty  days  at  three  public  places  in  the  county.  The 
deed  for  the  property  thus  sold  shall  be  executed  by  the 
chairman  and  clerk  of  the  committee,  and  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
board  of  education  for  the  school  expenses  in  said  school 
district. 

Sec.  55.  The  school  committee  may  receive  suitable 
sites  for  school-houses  by  donation  or  purchase.  In  the 
latter  case  they  shall  report  the  price  to  the  chairman  and 
secretary  of  the  county  board  of  education.  If  the  latter 
are  satisfied  that  the-  price  is  not  excessive,  they  shall 
approve  the  order  of  the  committee  on  the  treasurer  of 
the  county  board  of  education  for  the  purchase  money, 
and  upon  payment  of  the  order,  the  title  to  said  site  shall 
vest  in  the  committee  and  their  successors  in  office. 
Whenever  the  committee  are  unable  to  obtain  a suitable 
site  for  a school  by  gift  or  purchase,  they  shall  report  to 
the  county  board  of  education,  and  the  latter  shall  there-  > 
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upon  appoint  three  disinterested  citieens,  who  shall  lay 
off  not  more  than  one  acre,  and  assess  the  cash  value 
thereof  and  report  their  proceedings  to  the  county  board 
of  education.  If  said  report  is  confirmed  by  the  said 
board,  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  said  board  shall  ap- 
prove the  order  which  the  district  school  committee  shall 
give  on  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  education  in 
favor  of  the  owner  of  the  land  thus  laid  off,  and  upon 
payment  or  offer  of  payment  of  this  order,  the  title  to 
said  land  shall  vest  in  the  school  committee  and  their 
successors  in  office : Provided^  That  improved  land  shall  Proviso, 
not  be  condemned  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  : 

And,  provided  further^  That  any  person  aggrieved  by  the  Proviso, 
action  of  said  board  may  appeal  to  the  superior  court  of 
the  county  in  which  said  land  is  situate,  upon  giving 
bond  to  secure  said  board  against  such  costs  as  they  may 
incur  on  account  of  said  appeal  not  being  prosecuted 
with  effect. 

Sec.  56.  The  school  committee  in  each  distrifjt  shall  school  commit- 


■^0^  d6liv©r 

deliver  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  board  of  education 
all  deeds  for  school-house  sites  and  other  school  property, 
to  be  recorded,  if  not  already  recorded,  and  deposited 
with  said  treasurer  for  safe  keeping  os  provided  in  this 
act. 

Sec.  57.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  teachers  of  free  pub-  nu ties  of  teach- 

. . . . ^ . el's. 

lie  schools  to  maintain  good  order  and  discipline  in  their 

respective  schools,  to  encourage  morality,  industry  and 

neatness  in  all  of  their  pupils,  and  to  teach  thoroughly 

all  the  branches  which  they  are  required  to  teach.  If  any  Dismissal  of 

pupil  shall  wilfully  and  persistently  violate  the  rules  of 

school,  such  pupil  may  be  dismissed  by  the  teacher  for 

the  current  term. 

Sec.  58.  Every  teacher  or  principal  of  a school,  to  which  Teachers  to  keep 
aid  shall  be  given  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  SnUl^^pupiiS^^’ 
keep  a daily  record  of  all  absences  of  pupils  and  of  the 
grade  in  scholarship  and  deportment  of  each.  The  Grades  in  schoi- 
grade  in  scholarship  shall  be  indicated  by  the  numbers 


arship. 
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Geades  in  depwt- 
ment. 


Report  to  be 
made  to  county 
superiritendent. 


School  year. 


Every  school  re- 
ceiving aid  under 
this  act  to  be  a 
public  school. 


Proviso. 


Tax  of  twelve  and 
a half  cents  on 
evary  SlOO'of 
property  and 
credits  to  be 
levied  for  support 
©f  public  schools. 


Poll  tax  oi  thirty- 
seven  and  a half 
cents. 


If  taxes  insuffi- 
cient to  maintain 
public  schools  for 
iouj>months, 
county  commis- 
sioners %o  levy 
special  tax. 


Taxes,  how  col- 
lecfted. 


1,  2,  3,  4 and  5,  1 representing  the  highest  or  first  grade, 
and  5 the  lowest,  and  the  three  intermediate  numbers  the 
'three  intermediate  grades.  The  grades  in  deportment 
shall  be  represented  by  the  same  numbers  and  in  the 
same  order.  At  the  end  of  every  term  every  principal 
or  teacher  of  a public  school  shall  report  to  the  county 
superintendent  of  public  instruction  the  length  of  term 
of  school ; the  race  for  which  it  was  taught ; the  number, 
sex  and  average  daily  attendance  of  the  pupils,  and  the 
number  of  the  district  in  which  the  school  was  taught. 

Sec.  59.  The  school  year  shall  begin  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December.  * 

Sec.  60.  Every  school  to  which  aid  shall  be  given  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  a public  school,  to  which 
children  living  within  the  district  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  twenty-one  years  shall  be  admitted  free  of  charge  for 
tuition:  Provided^  That  the  admission  of  pay  students 
shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

Sec.  61.  In  addition  to  the  state  and  county  capitation 
taxes,  appropriated  by  the  constitution,  and  other  rev- 
enues provided  by  law  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools,  there  shall  be  levied  and  collected  every  year  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  public  schools  twelve 
and  half  a cents  on  every  one  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  property  and  credits  in  the  state,  and  thirty-seven  and 
a half  cents  on  every  poll  in  addition  to  the  taxes  in  the 
revenue  law. 

Sec.  62.  If  the  tax  levied  in  this  act  for  the  support  of 
the  public  schools  shall  be  insufficient  to  maintain  one  or 
more  schools  in  each  school  district  for  the  period  of  four 
months,  then  the  county  commissioners  of  each  county 
shall  levy  annually  a special  tax  to  supply  the  deficiency 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  said  schools  for  the 
said  period  of  four  months.  The  said  taxes  shall  be  col- 
lected by  the  sheriff,  in  money,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  liabilities  fo  the  collection  and  accounting  for 
said  tax  as  he  is  or  may  be  by  law  in  regard  to  other 
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county  taxes.  The  said  tax  shall  be  levied  on  all  prop- 
erty, credits  and  polls  of  the  county,  and  in  the  assess- 
ment of  the  amount  upon  each,  the  commissioners  shall 
observe  the  constitutional  equation  of  taxation ; and  the 
fund  thus  raised  shall  be  appropriated  in  the  county  in 
which  it  is  collected,  in  such  manner  as  the  county  board 
of  education  may  find  necessary  to  continue  the  schools 
four  morrths  per  annum. 

Sec.  63.  Every  person  who  shall  wilfully  interrupt  or 
disturb  any  public  or  private  school,  or  any  meeting  law- 
fully and  peaceably  held  for  the  purpose  of  literary  or 
scientific  improvement,  either  within  or  without  the  place 
where  such  meeting  or  school  is  held,  or  injure  any  school 
building,  or  deface  any  school  furniture,  apparatus  or 
other  school  property,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  more  than  thirty  days,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  64,  The  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction 
is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  employ  a clerk  at 
a salary  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  which  shall 
be  paid  quarterly  by  the  state  treasurer  on  the  warrant  of 
the  auditor,  out  of  any  funds  which  may  be  in  the  treas- 
ury, not  otherwise  appropriated. 

In  the  general  assembly  read  three  times,  and  ratified 
this  the  10th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1881. 


How  levl94. 


How  appropri- 
ated. 


Misdemeanor  to 
wilfully  disturb 
any  school,  &c. 


Penalty; 


State  superintend 
dent  of  public  in- 
struction authon 
ized  to  employ 


How  pl&iid. 


A'S  ACT  SUPPLEMENTAL  TO  “ AN  ACT  TO  REVISE  AND  CONSOLI- 
DATE THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LAW,  AND  TO  MAKE  MORE  EFFI- 
CIENT THE  SYSTEM  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION  IN  THIS  STATE, 
RATIFIED  THE  TENTH  DAY  OF  MARCH,  ANNO  DOMINI,  ONE 
THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE. 

The  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  do  enact  : 

Section  1.  That  an  act  to  revise  and  consolidate  the 
public  school  law,  and  to  make  more  efficient  the  system 
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When  CO.  board 
of  education  to 
apportion  school 
fund. 

When  sheriff  to 
pay  over,  &c.,  to 
treasurer  of 
county  board. 


of  public  instruction  in  this  state,”  ratified  on  the  tenth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-one,  be 
amended  in  section  twenty-two  by  substituting  the  word 
January  for  the  word  “ March  also  in  section  thirty-five, 
by  substituting  the  words  thirty-first  day  of  December  for 
the  words  “ first  day  of  February.” 

Sec.  2.  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
ratification. 

Read  three  times  in  the  general  assembly,  and  ratified 
this  the  12th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1881. 


State  op  North  Carolina, 
Office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
Raleigh,  March  15th,  1881. 


I certify  the  above  to  be  a true  copy  from  the  records 
on  file  in  this  office. 


W.  L.  Saunders, 
Secretanj  of  State. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  SCHOOL  OFFICIALS  AND 
COMMENTS  ON  THE  LAW. 


Section  9.  It  is  hoped  that  committees  and  teachers 
will  introduce  the  books  recommended  by  the  state  board 
of  educations  nnder  this  section,  and  thus  bring  about 
uniformity  in  the  schools,  a result  much  to  be  desired, 
and  which  will  save  money  to  parents  and  be  a great 
relief  to  teachers,  enabling  them  to  do  more  efficient  work 
in  the  school  room.  The  state  board  of  education  will 
make  proper  effort  to  have  the  books  placed  on  sale  at 
convenient  points  in  each  county.  For  list  of  books  and 
prices,  call  on  your  county  superintendents,  who  will  be 
posted  as  to  same  by  circulars  sent  from  office  of  state 
superintendent. 

Section  14.  The  attention  of  county  treasurers  is  di- 
rected to  the  constitution,  article  nine,  section  five,  and 
to  revenue  and  machinery  acts  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  for  directions  in  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Section  17.  The  county  boards  should,  at  each  semi- 
annual meeting,  carefully  and  thoroughly  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  county  treasurer,  and  give  at  the  same 
time  strict  attention  to  the  school  interests  of  the  county. 

Section  19.  The  office  o,f  county  examiner  having 
been  abolished  (section  eighteen),  the  boards,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  county  magistrates,  are  urgently  requested 
to  use  the  utmost  care  in  the  selection  of  a county  super- 
intendent. The  success  of  the  public  schools  in  any 
county  will  greatly  depend  on  the  efficiency  of  this  officer. 
No  man  should  be  selected  because  he  may  be  available  or 
convenient.  It  is  an  important  office  and  should  be  care- 
fully filled. 

Section  20.  In  fixing  boundaries  of  school  districts 
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township  lines  should  be  regarded.  School  districts 
should  not  be  less  than  four  miles  square : it  is  better  to 
clear  out  foot- ways  and  put  up  crossing-ways  over  creeks, 
than  to  have  districts  too  small. 

Section  21.  Where  lines  of  school  districts  for  whites 
and  colored  do  not  coincide,  separate  committees  must 
be  appointed  for  each  district.  Where  the  lines  do  coin- 
cide, county  boards  may  use  their  discretion. 

Section  22.  The  apportionment  required  by  this  sec- 
tion must  be  made  on  the  first  Monday  of  January.  (See 
section  one,  supplementary  act,  published  in  this  pam- 
phlet.) The  school  system  knows  no  credit  system. 
Schools  ought  not  to  be  taught,  nor  teachers  ought  not  to 
be  employed  and  directed  to  teach  a school,  until  the 
money  is  placed  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  school  fund  of  any  one  year  cannot  be  taken 
to  pay  the  orders  of  any  previous  year.  Money  left  at 
the  end  of  the  year  to  the  credit  of  a district  must  be 
carried  forward  to  the  next  year,  unless  there  are  orders 
for  the  year  for  which  the  money  was  apportioned,  un- 
paid. But  it  cannot  be  taken  to  pay  orders  for  any  pre- 
vious year.  Note  provisions  of  last  two  lines  of  section. 

Section  23.  The  apportionment  must  be  based  upon 
money  actually  in  hand. 

Section  24.  Select  for  school  committeemen  those  who 
will  give  personal  attention  to  school  interests  in  their 
districts.  The  election  takes  place  on  the  Tuesday  after 
first  Monday  in  December. 

Section  26.  Treasurers  will  note,  that  orders  for  teach- 
ers’ salary  miist  be  countersigned  by  county  superintend- 
ents to  make  them  valid  vouchers  in  their  hands.  Treas- 
urers will  also  note,  that  the  entire  cost  of  erecting,  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  school-houses,  may  be  paid  out  of 
school  fund  of  the  district',  in  which  the  house  is  situated, 
and  their  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  proviso 
of  this  section. 
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Section  32.  County  treasurers  will  note  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  and  report  promptly  at  the  time  specified 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed,  thus  enabling  the  state 
superintendent  to  make  his  report  by  the  first  of  the  fol- 
lowing month. 

Section  33.  Sheriffs  or  tax-collectors  must  settle  the 
school  fund  with  the  treasurer  in  money  only,  and  county 
treasurers  must  demand  money  only  in  their  settlements. 

Section  35.  The  settlement  of  school  fund  by  sheriff 
under  this  section  must  be  made  on  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December.  See  section  one,  supplemental  act,  pub- 
lished with  this  pamphlet. 

Section  88.  The  county  superintendent’s  attention  is 
specially  directed  to  the  necessity  of  insisting  on  the 
required  proficiency  in  the  studies  mentioned  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  he  should  grant  certificates  to  none  except  to 
those  who  produce  reliable  evidence  of  good  character. 

Secti''vs  39  and  40.  It  will  be  wise  for  county  boards  of 
education  to  make  a judicious  use  of  the  school  fund  under 
the  provisions  of  these  sections,  and  as  public  school  teach- 
ers are  required  to  attend  the  institutes,  county  boards 
and  county  superintendents,  should  use  all  proper  means 
to  secure  the  attendance  of  teachers  upon  them  when  held. 

Section  43.  County  superintendents  should  see  that 
section  fifty-eight  of  this  act  has  been  strictly  complied 
with  before  countersigning  any  order  on  the  treasurer. 

15.  County  superintendents  will  report  accu- 
rately and  promptly  under  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
thus  enabling  the  state  superintendent  to  make  his  report 
by  the  first  of  the  following  month. 

Seottun  51.  The  school  committee  of  each  distiict 
should  not  fail  to  make  the  report  called  for  by  this  sec- 
tion at  or  before  the  time  specified. 

Section  52.  School  committees  should  employ  the  best 
teachers  they  can  get.  A good  teacher  is  cheaper  at  a high 
price,  than  an  incompetent  teacher  is  at  a low  price.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  so  few  well  qualified  female  teachers 
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are  employed  in  our  public  schools.  Women,  as  a rule, 
are  better  teachers  of  primary  classes  than  men,  other 
qualifications  being  equal. 

Section  53.  School  committees  should  see  that  this  sec- 
tion is  complied  with  before  giving  an  order  on  the  treas- 
urer for  the  teachers’  salary. 

Sections  54  and  55,  School  committees  should  procure 
suitable  sites  in  their  respective  districts,  and  have  com- 
fortable school-houses  erected  thereon.  When  the  dis- 
trict has  no  school-house,  disputes  arise  each  year  as  to 
where  the  school  should  be  taught,  and  thus  neighbor- 
hood quarrels  are  promoted  which  injure  the  schools. 

Section  56.  School  committees  will  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  provisions  of  this  section  to  save  future 
trouble  in  connection  with  titles. 

Section  58.  Teachers  will  note,  that  their  orders  for 
salary  will  not  be  approved  by  county  superintendents, 
or  paid  by  treasurer,  until  this  report  is  made. 

Section  60.  Children  of  school  age  only  are  admitted 
into  the  public  schools  of  the  district  free  of  charge. 
Children  not  of  school  age,  or  those  living  outside  of  the 
district,  may  be  admitted  as  pay  studehts,  by  direction 
of  the  school  committee. 

Section  62.  This  section  should  be  observed  and  its 
provisions  carried  out  fully  by  the  county  commissioners. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  present  law  is  mandatory  in 
its  provisions,  and  that  it  is  intended  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  article  nine,  sections  two  and  three  of 
tlie  state  constitution. 
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